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PREAMBLE 

The summary of this fatal incident is drawn from a submission of materials prepared by the San 
Bernardino County Sheriffs Department (SBCSD). The case agent for this submission was 
SBCSD Detective Michael Gardea. 

The submission reviewed included the following: reports of law enforcement witnesses, police 
dispatch audio recordings, body-worn camera (BWC) video recordings, mobile video/audio 
recordings (MV AR), audio recordings of law enforcement, law enforcement photographs, and 
law enforcement scientific investigation reports. 

FACTUAL SUMMARY 1 

On January 8, 2020, at approximately 6:05 p.m. San Bernardino County Sheriffs Deputy 
(SBCSD) Anthony Buscemi, California Highway Patrol (CHP) Officer David Mellon, and 
Nevada Highway Patrol (NHP) Officer Jared Ramm each fired their duty weapons at Madison 
Adams while in the northbound lanes of Interstate Freeway 15 ("I-15") in the unincorporated 
area ofNipton, approximately two miles south of the Nevada state line. 

The officer-involved shooting occurred after police conducted a high-risk traffic stop of the 
vehicle Adams was operating. On January 8, 2020, at approximately 4:43 p.m. a BOLO (be on 
the lookout) was received by SBCSD dispatch from CHP for suspect Madison Adams. Madison 
Adams was suspected of murdering and partially dismembering his mother in Tehachapi, Kem 
County. CHP Bakersfield station was actively tracking the GPS location of Adams' cellular. 
phone. Adams was believed to be driving a silver Nissan Rogue with California license plate 
number 8ANA712. He was believed to be armed and dangerous. There was a known outstanding 
9mm handgun missing from the scene of the murder2. The victim, , had a 9mm 
gunshot wound to the head. 

At approximately 5:53 p.m., CHP Officer Mellon advised that, while traveling southbound on I- 
15, he saw the Rogue on the northbound lanes of I-15, just south of the Nevada state line. The 
Rogue was stationary on the northbound I-15, parked on the paved shoulder. Officer Mellon 
made a U-tum and positioned himself approximately ¾ mile south of the Rogue. Deputy 
Buscemi and CHP Officer Robert Murphy met at Officer Mellon's location. They maintained 
visual observation of the Rogue and waited for assistance from San Bernardino County Sheriffs 
Department Specialized Enforcement Division (SED) and air support. CHP officers conducted a 
traffic break on northbound 1-15 at Nipton Road. Trooper Jared Ramm and Sergeant Shawn 
Eckert of the Nevada Highway Patrol also met at Officer Mellon's location. 

1 Herein is a summary only. Incident-involved officers were employed by the San Bernardino County Sheriffs 
Department (SBCSD), California Highway Patrol (CHP), and Nevada Highway Patrol (NHP). Las Vegas Metro 
Police Department (L VMPD) also responded to the scene, but no L VMPD officers were involved in the shooting. 
All investigating officers were employed by SBCSD. 
2 The missing 9mm handgun was registered to -• Madison Adams father, who was deceased and was 
a former California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) officer. -- was also a 
CDCR employee. 
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